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纵  深｜封面故事｜

【文 / 萧繁】

与巴基斯坦拉合尔市结好，让成都的国际友城数量增至27

个。30多年来，成都国际友城交流一直保持良好发展势头，

并将国际友城交流转化为城市经济社会发展的强大推力，取

得丰硕成果。

从1到27
成都“朋友圈”越来越大

Bai Gang Meet with Amir Lati, Israel Consul-General in 
Chengdu

On 3 Mar, Bai Gang, Member of the Standing Committee CPC Chengdu Committee and 

Chief of the Publicity Department, met with Amir Lati, Israel Consul-General in Chengdu.

As mentioned by Bai, Israel enjoys sound development in terms of culture and 

tourism and Chengdu has always valued cultural heritages and development. If 

Chengdu-featured elements of temple fair and Sichuan cuisine etc can be integrated 

into Israeli culture, the combination of the two is bound to yield brilliant results 

between the two sides. It is Bai’s hope that Israel could bring their advanced 

modern agriculture development experiences to Sichuan.

As the new Israel Consul-General in Chengdu, Lati will be dedicated to fueling all-

fielded Chengdu-Israel exchanges and cooperation in his tenure. Chengdu municipal 

organs and enterprises are welcomed to lead delegations to attend Israel high-tech 

agriculture expo and Chengdu media to have interviews in Israel. Israeli scholars and 

experts in terms of start-up and innovation are invited to deliver exchange speeches 

in Chengdu and Israel Consulate General will make unremitting efforts in promoting 

National NKO Orchestra Israel to present performance in Chengdu. He is looking 

forward to bringing panda elements to Israel and implementing exchanges between 

Israeli cuisine and Sichuan cuisine. 

Fu Yonglin Meets with Mohammed Al Shehhi, 
Director-General of the Department of Economic 
Affairs, Ministry of Economy, UAE.

On 2 Apr, Vice Mayor of Chengdu Fu Yonglin met with Mohammed Al Shehhi, 

Director-General of the Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Economy, 

UAE.

Fu Yonglin extended cordial welcome to Mohammed Al Shehhi for attending the 

second“Chengdu Dubai International Cup—Wenjiang Meydan Classic”and wished 

the tournament a full success. As mentioned by Fu, Chengdu wishes to further 

enhance in-depth cooperation with UAE under the strategic framework of“Belt and 

Road Initiative”in economic and trade and tourism etc. 

Shehhi briefed that, China is the largest trading partner of UAE. He values broad 

scope of cooperation between Chengdu and UAE and hopes to tap the potential for 

all-round cooperation between the two sides. Shehhi also expressed the will to lead 

a delegation of UAE Ministry of Economy to seek cooperation in Chengdu.

Xie Ruiwu Meets with Calik Gregory, President of 
Polish Euro Asian Foundation for Business Education

On 12 Feb, Vice Mayor of Chengdu Xie Ruiwu met with Calik Gregory, President of 

Polish Euro Asian Foundation for Business Education.

Xie Ruiwu extends warm welcome to Polish agriculture firms to participate in the 

annual China Chengdu International Urban Modern Agricultural Expo (IUMAE) & 

Agricultural Scientific and Technological Trade Fair. At the same time, agriculture 

firms of Poland side are encouraged to settle plants and scientific and educational 

institutions in Chengdu.

Calik said that Euro Asian Foundation for Business Education is situated in Kraków, 

an important city for agriculture development in Europe. Kraków, blessed with 

abundant tourism resources, sound eco-environment and advanced agriculture 

shares lots of similarities with Chengdu and the two sides boast great cooperation 

potential. He will be dedicated to promoting the history, culture and cuisine of 

Chengdu to Poland and recommending agriculture firms of Kraków to attend 

agriculture expo of Chengdu to enhance exchanges and cooperation in terms of 

agriculture between the two sides.

成都与拉合尔友城关系协议书签字仪式

Tian Rong Meets with Romain Petit, CEO of Bureau 
Veritas

On 22 May, Vice Mayor of Chengdu Tian Rong met with Romain Petit, Chief 

Executive Officer of Bureau Veritas Infrastructure Department North Asia Zone.

As mentioned by Tian, Chengdu boasts sound industrial bases in terms of electronic, 

information and machinery manufacturing etc. Chengdu Municipality calls for 

international conformity assessment and certification in terms of products going 

global and hopes to join hands with Bureau Veritas to shape Chengdu into the 

highland for national quality inspection and certification in western China.

Romain Petit said that, Chengdu Municipality, renowned as the transportation hub of 

southwestern China, is highly attractive in terms of commerce and tourism. Bureau 

Veritas will prioritize cooperation with Chengdu in the following and hopes to be 

integrated in to the quality inspection development course of Chengdu Municipality.

Liu Shoucheng Meets with Kaspars Ozolins, Secretary 
of State for Ministry of Transport, Latvia.

On 22 May, Vice Mayor of Chengdu Liu Shoucheng met with Kaspars Ozolins, 

Secretary of State for Ministry of Transport, Latvia.

As mentioned by Liu, Chengdu Municipality enjoys rapid development in terms 

of transport and logistics over recent years. It is believed that the construction of 

Chengdu’s second airport and the sound operation of Chengdu-Europe Express 

Rail will bring broad scope for Chengdu-Latvia cooperation. He is looking forward 

to implementing substantive cooperation with Latvia side in terms of aviation and 

logistics etc.

Ozolins said that, Latvia, an important transport and logistic hub of the Baltic Sea, 

wishes to further enhance connection with Chengdu Municipality by participating 

in the“Belt and Road Initiative”construction of China. The two sides will explore 

the possibility of opening Chengdu-Riga direct air rout. Efforts will be made to 

enhance bilateral substantive cooperation in transport, economic and trade and 

infrastructure construction etc and develop Chengdu-Riga sister city relations on 

the sound basis. 
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Sister Cities: From 1 to 27
The Circle of Friends is Getting 
Larger 
Twinning with Lahore, Pakistan has added another sister city for Chengdu. 

Now Chengdu has 27 international sister cities. Over the past 30 years, the 

international exchanges of Chengdu have gained great momentum and have 

been translated to a practical force driving economic and social development.

【Text /  Xiao Fan】

纵  深｜封面故事｜

On April 30, witnessed by both Chinese and 

Pakistani state leaders, Chengdu and Lahore, 

the capital city of Punjab province, concluded 

the process of officially becoming sister cities. 

This is the second sister city for Chengdu in 

south Asia following Bangalore of India. This 

is like registering for marriage, a new and 

fresh story for the Silk Road and Silk Belt 

initiatives. At present, Dong Fang Electric, 

Sinohydro Bureau 7 corporation and other 

Sichuan local enterprises have already started 

business with good performance in Pakistan. 

Since Lahore has become another sister, 

Chengdu will encourage more local companies 

to go outside to make investments and start 

business in Pakistan in the areas such as 

energy development, infrastructure, agriculture 

and industrial park, contributing to the Chinese 

Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

 

Twinning with 11 international 
cities in recent 3 years

The twinning efforts of Chengdu can be dated 

back to 1981, when Chengdu established 

sister cities ties with Montpellier of France and 

Ljubljana of Slovenia, the first batch of sisters. 

Suffering a little from unfavorable geographic 

location as an inland city, poor international 

resources and delayed opening up, Chengdu has 

always focused more on the quantity instead 

of quality of sister cities. After that beginning, 

Chengdu has entered into twinning level with 

a number of international cities including Linz 

of Austria, Kofu of Japan, Phoenix of America, 

Winnipeg of Canada, Marlin of Belgium, Palermo 

of Italy, Gimcheon of South Korea, Medan of 

India, Dalarna of Sweden, Bonn of Germany, 

Sheffield of Britain, Volgograd of Russia, Flemish 

Brabant of Belgium and Honolulu of America in 

succession. 

Having more sister cities, Chengdu is also 

changing its concept in developing other sisters 

from extensive-oriented to intensive-oriented, 

from pursuing quantity to quality and possible 

opportunities for sustainable cooperation, from 

governmental level to non-governmental level, 

from unilateral to multilateral, from simple 

trade exchanges to all-embracing interactions 

in technology, environment, education, culture 

and tourism. Chengdu’s interactions with 

Montpellier, Phoenix, Bonn and Sheffield, 

supported by long term in-depth cooperation 

programs, have been fully recognized by 

Chinese People’s Association of Friendship 

with Foreign Countries.

What’s notewor thy ,  s ince  the  c i t y 

government has rolled out the strategy of 

opening up fully covered, the circle of friends 

is in is in urgent need of extension. Among the 

total 27 sisters, 11 cities, namely, Maastricht of 

Netherland, Perth of Australia, Horsens of 

Denmark, Bangalore of India, Haifa of Israel, 

Chiang Mai of Thailand, Fingal of Ireland, 

Hamilton of New Zealand, Lahore of Pakistan, 

Lodz of Poland and Daegu of South Korea are 

newly established after year 2012, accounting 

for over 40%. 

At the same time, the number of international 

cities that established friendly cooperative ties 

with Chengdu hit 38. It is fair to say that the 

more internationalized Chengdu becomes, more 

international sister cities Chengdu will have.

Exclusive programs turn out to 
be fruitful

Over the past 30 years, the international 

exchanges of Chengdu have gained great 

momentum and have been translated to practical 

force driving economic and social development. 

Reviewing the fruits, in economy and trade, 

Chengdu established a Chengdu Industrial Park 

in Montpellier and pioneered a pattern of helping 

local export-oriented companies to go global by 

using sister cities relations as a support; in urban 

construction, Chengdu worked with Sheffield 

of Britain and Haifa of Israel in co-building the 

Sheffield Town and Israel Town in an attempt 

to shape international demonstration towns 

with strong industries, unique architecture 

and profound culture; in culture, the Chengdu 

International Youth Music Festival, hosted by 

Chengdu for 7 times, has become a brand 

music event; in education, the Picture Yourself in 

Perth, hosted for 4 rounds, has become another 

brand education event, broadening international 

horizon of Chengdu students. In addition, 

Chengdu International Sister Cities Week 2011, 

China International Sister Cities Conference 

2012 and Chengdu Europe Month 2013, all self-

planned international cultural events by Chengdu 

itself, have greatly boosted interactions between 

Chengdu and its sisters.

As vice chairman-level city for  China 

International Cities Federation, Chengdu was 

given“Award for Contribution to People’

s Friendship”,“Award for Exchanges with 

International Sister Cities”and“Award for 

Strategic Development with International 

Sister Cities”due to its innovative way to 

enhance practical cooperation based on realistic 

programs.

The close cooperation between Chengdu 

and its sisters have also been recognized by 

foreign countries. In 2014 alone, Chengdu 

has received praises on many occasions; in 

February, Chengdu and Perth have been given 

the“Award for New Alliance”by Australian 

Sister Cities Alliance;

in March, Chengdu and Phoenix were 

given“Award for Cultural Exchanges”at 

China America Sister Cities Conference & 

35th Anniversary for China America Sister 

Cities, Co-organized by Chinese  People’

s Association of Friendship with Foreign 

Countries; in June, Chengdu and Lodz were 

given“Award for China Poland Friendly 

Cooperation”at the 2nd Local Government 

Cooperation Forum in order to praise its 

contribution to the new silk road made 

by Chengdu Europe Express Railway; 

in November, Chengdu and Montpellier 

were given“Award for China France Local 

Government Cooperation”at the 4th High-level 

Forum on China France Local Government 

Cooperation. As the strategy of opening up 

fully covered goes further to build Chengdu into 

an open regional center and internationalized 

city, the exchanges between international 

sister cities will play an even crucial role.
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